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812 THE NORTH AMERICAN REVIEW 

The mere suggestion of such a course is shocking. If the Germans 
are not guilty of the most flagrant violation of pledges express and 
implied, and of the most brutal invasion of recognized human rights — 
rights indispensable to the existence of civilized society — we have no 
business in the war. If they are, we have no business to trust them 
again. If we are in this war to vindicate justice, peace must be made 
on terms that are just, which means full reparation for injury inflicted. 
Punishment need not be considered, for when justice is done there will 
be nothing left to punish. 

Expediency, if nothing else, forbids the acceptance of the Papal 
terms. To return to the status quo ante is to leave the Allies with their 
homes burnt and their lands ravaged, and therefore, in comparison with 
the Germans, weaker and less able to resist invasion than before. By 
such a course the wrongdoer will have been left to profit by his own crime. 

To be sure, war is bad business. But Progress is an exacting 
Goddess. She demands sacrifices continually from her votaries. The 
blood of our martyrs is the soil out of which our civilization has grown. 
This condition will change only when brutality has been overcome by 
spirituality. This war is a holy war, if there never was one before, and 
it is a torture to have to live through this crisis without an opportunity 
to take part in the front line conflict. 

Pardon the length of this communication, but I got started and I 
had to speak my mind. 

Juneau, Alaska. John Rustgard. 

AUTHORITY AND DEMOCRACY 

Sir, — Some thirty years ago Sir A. Conan Doyle gave to the world 
a very remarkable novel, Micah Clarke. It is in the form of a " State- 
ment " by Clarke to his grandchildren, and on the second page are to be 
found these words: "Bear in mind as you listen that it was your quarrel 
as well as our own in which we fought, anrs that if now you grow up to 
be free men in a free land, privileged to think or to pray as your con- 
sciences shall direct, you may thank God that you are reaping the harvest 
which your fathers sowed in blood and suffering when the Stuarts were on 
the throne " Mutatis mutandis they are as true of the present ter- 
rible conflict as they were of that to which they referred: and might well 
be said by some future grandsire to his grandchildren half a century 
hence — provided that now as then the fighters see the struggle through. 
But can we hope that in this case we shall avoid the error of going too 
far, as they went too far in those days.^ The world's history shows that 
in all epochal struggles even the right side may overdo its work and in 
its turn go to extremes. 

In all habitable communities the principle of Authority is as essential 
as that of Liberty — we are engaged in an effort to overthrow a regime 
in which the principle of Authority has been carried too far. Let us be- 
ware that we do not abolish that principle altogether, and in the name 
of Liberty or Democracy lose sight and appreciation alike of the value 
of Authority and of the perils of its absence, leading to mob rule, anarchy, 
and chaos: the danger with which Russia is threatened today, despite 
the efforts of the sane and far-seeing men who first came into power 
after the dethronement of the Czar. 



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 818 

This is an age of Populistic ideas — of a recrudescence of the same 
fallacies so often weighed in the balance and found wanting in the course 
of history; and it is most true, as I heard a pulpit orator say not long 
ago, that we must not only make the world safe for Democracy but we 
must make Democracy safe for the world. It is really but a phase of 
this Populism which is at the root of the effort of many of our legislators 
to place almost the entire cost of the war not only upon this generation but 
upon those who, having large means, are " best able to pay " — a vicious 
principle, enabling a Majority to vote taxes upon a Minority and escape 
entirely themselves where the benefit is shared by all. Equality of for- 
tune has never been attained, and it is no more just to impose taxes in this 
way now than it would be to do so at any time for public purposes. The 
exigencies of the case no doubt require that large sums shall be raised 
where they can be found, but let us put these levies upon the ground 
of sudden necessity, not upon the ground of a general principle. 

If the beneficial results of this war are to be shared largely by pos- 
terity, who will not risk life as this generation must, surely that posterity 
ought at least to bear a considerable share of the war's material cost; 
and yet those who favor the imposing of almost the whole burden on a 
few, desire also to increase that burden by leaving as little as possible 
for the coming generation to bear! It is impossible not to see in the 
arguments of Mr. LaFoUette and his friends an underlying class feeling 
and an appeal to that feeling in others: which if they had no other sins 
to answer for, would be enough to show them unfit to sit in the councils 
of the nation. 

Philadelphia, Pa. Lucius S. Landreth. 

THE AMERICAN LOOK 

Sir, — Several foreign papers have remarked on the appearance of 
the American soldier, as a type so strongly set in its individuality that 
it has evoked interest in a world whose jaded vision can but picture men 
in khaki. 

What in him, may we ask, at this time of strain and stress has gained 
such wide attention? Not his points of feature, nor strength of stature, 
nor shade of skin and hair. None of these. It is the American look. 
That expression of intensified keenness (which the English mistook for 
seriousness), the look connoting eagerness, zest, and — best of all — still 
unsatisfied interest in the world. 

As far back as 1777, when Burgoyne with his Hessians surrendered 
to the Colonial army after the battle of Saratoga, that same impression 
of the American expression was apparent, — as conveyed by a Hessian 
prisoner, who wrote in his Memoirs: 

We passed through the American camp in which all the regiments were 
drawn out beside the artillery, and stood under arms. Not one of them was 
uniformly clad; each had on the clothes which he wore in the fields, the church, 
or the tavern. 

They stood, however, like soldiers; weU arranged and with a military air, 
in which there was but little to find fault. All the muskets had bayonets, and 
uie sharpshooters had rifles. The men all stood so still we were flUed with 
wonder. Not one of them made a single motion as if he would speak with 
his neighbor. Nay, more, all the lads that stood there in rank and file, kind 
nature had formed so trim, so slender, so nervous, that it was a pleasure to look 
at them, and we were all surprised at such a weU formed race. 



